
Ir mtr a u d Fis c h er ( Gr a z)

R e c e pti o n of Bi bli c al t e xt s wit hi n t h e Bi bl e:
A st arti n g p oi nt of mi dr a s h ?

D uri n g t h e l ast d e c a d es, Ol d T est a m e nt e x e g esis h as u n d er g o n e a n i m p ort a nt

s hift c o n c er ni n g t h e c o n c e pt of usi n g t e xts i n ot h er lit er ar y c o nt e xts of t h e

c oll e cti o n, w hi c h is h er e aft er c all e d “ Bi bl e ” .1 Aft er a s h ort c o nsi d er ati o n of r e c e nt

dis c ussi o n o n t h e t o pi c, t his arti cl e d e als wit h s e v er al e x a m pl es of i n n er- bi bli c al

r e c e pti o n of t e xts, a p h e n o m e n o n w hi c h m a y b e vi e w e d as o n e of t h e st arti n g

p oi nts of t h e g e nr e w hi c h w o ul d l at er b e c all e d mi dr as h.

T h e art of (l at e ?) bi bli c al n arr ati v e a s s killf ul arti sti c c o n str u ct
of t e xt r ef er e n c e s

T h e r e c e pti o n of t e xts o n a l ar g er s c al e o b vi o usl y b e gi ns i n p ost- e xili c ti m es. T his

m a y b e d u e t o t h e f a ct t h at – i n m y o pi ni o n – t h e gr e at er p art of t e xt pr o d u cti o n i n

A n ci e nt Isr a el d o es n ot b el o n g t o t h e pr e- e xili c er a, b ut als o s er v e d t o j oi n t h e t w o

e p o c hs t o pr o d u c e a c o nti n u u m i n t h e hist or y of Isr a el/J u d a h, t h us m a ki n g v ali d

all t h e tr a diti o ns of t h e a g e of t h e ki n g d o m f or l at er g e n er ati o ns.

Pr eli mi n ar y r e m ar k o n d efi ni n g p o siti o n a n d i nt er e st s

As a bi bl e-s c h ol ar t e a c hi n g Ol d T est a m e nt at a c at h oli c f a c ult y of a st at e u ni-

v ersit y, I d o n ot writ e fr o m t h e p ers p e cti v e of a J e wis h st u di es ’ s c h ol ar, b ut fr o m

t h e ol o gi c al dis ci pli n es. H ol di n g a c h air f or “ Ol d T est a m e nt a n d w o m e n ’s st u d-

i es” at B o n n U ni v ersit y i n G er m a n y f or s e v e n y e ars, I a m f a mili ar wit h i nt er-

1 It is pr o bl e m ati c t o s p e a k of “ bi bli c al t e xts ” at a p oi nt i n ti m e, w h e n all t h es e t e xts, l at er c oll e ct e d
wit hi n a c oll e cti o n, h el d n ot o nl y as h ol y, b ut als o as c a n o ni c al, w er e still i n st at u n asc e n di. B ut it is
o b vi o us, t h at t h e pr o c ess of b uil di n g t h e O T c a n o n t o o k s e v er al c e nt uri es a n d b e g a n wit h t h e
c a n o ni z ati o n of t h e T or a h i n P ersi a n ti m es, f oll o w e d b y t h e cl osi n g of N e bii m ( e vi d e n c e d b y B e n
Sir a 4 8: 2 2 2 5; 4 9: 7 1 0 a n d t h e f a ct t h at D a ni el is n ot p art of t h e pr o p h ets, it s ur el y t o o k pl a c e
b ef or e 2 0 0 B. C. E.) a n d fi n all y, a b o ut t w o h u n dr e d y e ars l at er, t h e t hir d p art, K et u bi m.



dis ci pli n ar y r es e ar c h, es p e ci all y i n t h e fi el d of g e n d er st u di es. I p u blis h e d a

c o m m e nt ar y t o t h e b o o k of R ut h 2 i n 2 0 0 0, w h er e I d e v el o p t h e u n d erst a n di n g of

t his b o o k as a f e mi nist c o m m e nt ar y t o t h e T or a h as w ell as filli n g n arr ati v e g a ps

i n t h e n e vii m ris c h o ni m, p arti c ul arl y c o n c er ni n g t h e g e n e al o g y of Ki n g D a vi d.

N o w I a m pr e p ari n g a c o m m e nt ar y t o t h e b o o k of J o n a h, 3 e vi d e ntl y li k e R ut h, a

r el ati v el y l at e n arr ati v e m ast er pi e c e of t h e H e br e w Bi bl e, w hi c h I als o w o ul d li k e

t o i nt er pr et as a c o m m e nt ar y t o t e xts a b o ut Isr a elit e pr o p h e c y, es p e ci all y o n t h e

pr o bl e m of s u c c essf ul c o m m u ni c ati o n b et w e e n G o d a n d His p e o pl e as w ell as

t h at of t h e s al v ati o n of t h e g ojji m.

Si n c e 2 0 0 6 I h a v e b e e n w or ki n g as i niti at or a n d o n e of t h e g e n er al e dit ors of t h e

2 0- v ol u m e s eri es “ T h e Bi bl e a n d W o m e n ” ,4 a r e c e pti o n hist or y o n bi bli c al t e xts

a b o ut w o m e n a n d f e m al e r e a di n g s of t h e Bi bl e t hr o u g h o ut t h e c e nt uri es, w hi c h

h as b e e n p u blis h e d i n f o ur l a n g u a g es.

Wit h t his b a c k gr o u n d, I a m a w ar e of m o d er n c o n c e pts of i nt ert e xt u alit y i n-

cl u di n g all t h e pr o bl e ms cr e at e d f or bi bli c al h er m e n e uti cs b y a p pl yi n g it t o

bi bli c al t e xts 5 as w ell as wit h hist ori c al c o n c e pts of J e wi s h e x e g esis, wit h o ut b ei n g

a n e x p ert i n t his fi el d.

Diff er e nt i nt er pr et ati o n s of t e xt-li n k s i n diff er e nt m et h o d ol o gi e s

T h e s o c all e d hist ori c al- criti c al m et h o d ( “ Hist oris c h- kritis c h e M et h o d e ” ) tr e at e d

s u c h i nt er w o v e n t e xts as “ p ar all els ” , n oti n g t h e f a ct, b ut g e n er all y n ot usi n g it as

v er y r el e v a nt f or t h e s e ns e of a p ass a g e. T h e first gr o u n d br e a ki n g p u bli c ati o n,

w ell cit e d i n G er m a n r es e ar c h c o nt e xts, w as t h e arti cl e o n mi dr as h- e x e g esis b y

Is a a c L e o S e eli g m a n n. 6 T h e dis c o v er y of t h e D e a d S e a S cr olls es p e ci all y i niti at e d a

d e v el o p m e nt of r es e ar c h c o n c er ni n g t h e p h e n o m e n o n of t h e “ r e writt e n Bi bl e ” ,7

a b o ut t e xts t h at, usi n g ol d er t e xts t o a br o a d e xt e nt, r et ell st ori es b y usi n g t h eir

g a ps a n d filli n g t h e m wit h n e w i d e as.

2 Ir mtr a u d Fis c h er, R ut. H er d ers T h e ol o gis c h er K o m m e nt ar z u m Alt e n T est a m e nt. Fr ei b ur g:
H er d er, ² 2 0 0 5.

3 T h e c o m m e nt ar y will b e p u blis h e d i n t h e n e w bili n g u al s eri es “ I nt er n ati o n al E x e g eti c al
C o m m e nt ar y o n t h e Ol d T est a m e nt ” b y K o hl h a m m er, St utt g art, pr es u m a bl y i n 2 0 1 4.

4 S e e m or e u n d er w w w. bi bl e a n d w o m e n. or g.
5 I n a n e arl y st a g e of t h e dis c ussi o n, T h o m as R. H ati n a, “ I nt ert e xt u alit y a n d Hist ori c al Criti cis m

i n N e w T est a m e nt St u di es: Is T h er e a R el ati o ns hi p ?” Bi bli c al I nt er pr et ati o n 7 ( 1 9 9 9), p p. 2 8
4 3 f or m ul at e d s e v er al s eri o us o bj e cti o ns.

6 Is a a c L e o S e eli g m a n n, “ V or a uss et z u n g e n d er Mi dr as c h e x e g es e. ” I n: I nt er n ati o n al Or g a ni z ati o n
f or t h e St u d y of t h e Ol d T est a m e nt ( e d.), C o n gr ess v ol u m e C o p e n h a g e n. L ei d e n: Brill, 1 9 5 3 ( V et us
T est a m e nt u m S u p pl e m e nt u m 1), p p. 1 5 0 1 8 1.

7 T his t er m w as c oi n e d b y G e z a V er m es i n 1 9 6 1 (s e e G e z a V er m es, S cri pt ur e a n d Tr a diti o n i n
J u d ais m. H a g g a di c St u di es. L ei d e n: Brill, ² 1 9 7 3 ( St u di a P ost Bi bli c a 4)).
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I n t h e l ast t hr e e d e c a d es a l ot of r es e ar c h w as d o n e als o b y usi n g i nt ert e xt u alit y as

m et h o d ol o gi c al c o n c e pt, alt h o u g h m ost of t h e bi bli c al s c h ol ars u n d ert o o k t h e

ori gi n al c o n c e pt of J uli a Krist e v a 8 wit h gr e at er or l ess er m o difi c ati o ns. 9 M e a n w hil e,

dis c ussi o ns o n pr et e xts a n d h y p ert e xts i n c o nt e m p or ar y e x e g esis ar e o m ni pr es e nt.

Bi bli c al s c h ol ars als o l e ar n e d m u c h fr o m a n ci e nt J e wis h e x e g esis, w hi c h h el d t h e

li n ks b et w e e n t e xts as v er y i m p ort a nt, w hil e disr e g ar di n g t h e d at e of ori gi n.1 0

T h e i m p a ct of t his s hift, c a us e d b y t h e us e of m a nif ol d c o n c e pts a n d m et h-

o d ol o gi es, 1 1 o n O T e x e g esis n o w a d a ys is e vi d e nt: “ p ar all els ” ar e n o l o n g er h el d as

m er e f a ct. Alt h o u g h t h e c urr e nt G er m a n-s p e a ki n g s ci e ntifi c c o m m u nit y is still

p artl y afr ai d of c a n o ni c al e x e g esis, a c c usi n g it of l osi n g t h e hist ori c al di m e nsi o n

a n d b e c o mi n g a- hist ori c al, it is a c c e pt e d t h at t e xts ar e i nt er w o v e n wit h ot h ers

a n d t h at t his is r el e v a nt f or t h e u n d erst a n di n g of t e xts. T his a p pr o a c h oft e n is

c all e d “ i n n er bi blis c h e S c hrift a usl e g u n g” , i n n er- bi bli c al e x e g esis.1 2

A n ot h er r e v ol uti o n t o o k pl a c e b y i ntr o d u ci n g r e a d er- ori e nt e d c o n c e pts i n e x e-

g esis, t h us n o l o n g er s p e a ki n g of Wir k u n gs g es c hi c ht e b ut of r e c e pti o n hist or y. T h e

8 J uli a Krist e v a, “ B a k hti n e , l e m ot, l e di al o g u e et l e r o m a n.” I n: Criti q u e 2 3 9 ( 1 9 6 7), p p. 4 3 8 4 5 6.
9 E . g. G e or g St ei ns, Di e “ Bi n d u n g Is a a ks ” i m K a n o n ( G e n 2 2). Gr u n dl a g e n u n d Pr o gr a m m ei n er

k a n o nisc h i nt ert e xt u ell e n L e kt ür e. Fr ei b ur g: H er d er, 1 9 9 9 ( H er d ers Bi blis c h e St u di e n 2 0), w h o
d efi n es t h e c a n o n as o nl y a c oll e cti o n of r ef er e n c e, or Cl a u di a R a k el, J u dit h ü b er Sc h ö n h eit,
M ac ht u n d Wi d erst a n d i m Kri e g. Ei n e f e mi nistisc h i nt ert e xt u ell e L e kt ür e. B erli n: D e Gr u yt er,
2 0 0 3 ( B ei h eft e z ur Z eits c hrift f ür di e altt est a m e ntli c h e Wiss e ns c h aft 3 3 4), w h os e h er m e n e uti cs,
d es pit e t h e r e c e nt Fr e n c h dis c ussi o n, n o n et h el ess tri es t o e v al u at e t h e i nt ert e xt u al r es ults als o f or
hist ori c al q u esti o ns. S e e als o p u bli c ati o ns of t h e “ A mst er d a m s c h o ol ” ( e. g. Kl ar a B utti n g, Di e
B uc hst a b e n w er d e n sic h n oc h w u n d er n. I n n er bi b lisc h e Kriti k als W e g w eis u n g f e mi nistisc h er
H er m e n e uti k. B erli n : Al e kt or, 1 9 9 3 ( Al e kt or H o c hs c h uls c hrift e n), es p. p p. 1 4 1 7).

1 0 T his a xi o m, t h at t h er e is n o b a c k w ar ds a n d aft er w ar ds i n t h e T or a h is e x pr ess e d i n Q o h R a b
b a h 1: 1 2; cf. C hrist o p h D o h m e n a n d G ü nt er St e m b er g er, H er m e n e uti k d er J ü disc h e n Bi b el u n d d es
Alt e n T est a m e nts. St utt g art: K o hl h a m m er, 1 9 9 6 ( K o hl h a m m er S t u di e n b ü c h er T h e ol o gi e 1. 2), p.
1 0 1.

1 1 Es p e ci all y i n t h e l ast d e c a d es n arr at ol o gi c al st u di es h a v e g ai n e d gr o u n d. S e e es p. R o b ert Alt er,
T h e Art of Bi bli c al P o etr y. N e w Y or k: B asi c B o o ks, 1 9 8 5; S hi m o n B ar Efr at, N arr ati v e Art i n
t h e Bi bl e. S h effi el d: J S O T Pr ess, 1 9 8 9 (J o ur n al f or t h e St u d y of t h e Ol d T est a m e nt S u p pl e m e nt
S eri es 7 0/ Bi bl e a n d Lit er at ur e S eri es 1 7); D a vi d M. G u n n/ D a n n a N. F e w ell, N arr ati v e i n t h e
H e br e w Bi bl e. O xf or d: O xf or d U ni v ersit y Pr ess, 1 9 9 3 ( O xf or d Bi bl e S eri es); Mi e k e B al,
N arr at ol o g y. I ntr o d u cti o n t o t h e T h e or y of N arr ati v e. T or o nt o: U ni v ersit y of T or o nt o Pr ess,
1 9 8 5. I n t h e G er m a n s p e a ki n g c o nt e xt Ils e M üll n er, G e w alt i m H a us e D a vi ds. Di e Er z ä hl u n g
v o n T a m ar u n d A m n o n ( 2 S a m 1 3, 1 2 2). Fr ei b ur g: H er d er, 1 9 9 7 ( H er d ers Bi blis c h e St u
di e n 1 3), a p pli e d B al ’s s o p histi c at e d n arr at ol o gi c al c o n c e pts t o bi bli c al t e xts; s e e als o S ö n k e
Fi n n er n, N arr at ol o gi e u n d bi blis c h e E x e g es e. Ei n e i nt e gr ati v e M et h o d e d er Er z ä hl a n al ys e u n d
i hr Ertr a g a m B eis pi el v o n M att h ä us 2 8, T ü bi n g e n: M o hr, 2 0 1 0 ( Wiss e ns c h aftli c h e U nt er
s u c h u n g e n z u m N e u e n T est a m e nt 2/ 2 8 5), alt h o u g h o n N e w T est a m e nt t e xts.

1 2 A v er y i nf or m ati v e o v er vi e w o n t h e v ari o us a p pr o a c h es is gi v e n b y K o nr a d S c h mi d, “ I n
n er bi blis c h e S c hrift a usl e g u n g. As p e kt e d er F ors c h u n gs g es c hi c ht e. ” I n: R ei n h ar d G. Kr at z,
T h o m as Kr ü g er, a n d K o nr a d S c h mi d ( e ds.), S c hrift a usl e g u n g i n d er S c hrift. F ests c hrift f ür O dil
H a n n es St e c k z u s ei n e m 6 5. G e b urtst a g , B erli n: D e Gr u yt er, 2 0 0 0 ( B ei h eft e z ur Z eits c hrift f ür
di e altt est a m e ntli c h e Wiss e ns c h aft 3 0 0), p p. 1 2 2.

R e c e pti o n of Bi bli c al t e xt s wit hi n t h e Bi bl e: A st arti n g p oi nt of mi dr a s h ? 1 7



f o c us of s u c h a c o n c e pt is n ot o n t h e t e xt its elf a n d its eff e cts o n l at er g e n er ati o ns, b ut

o n t h e t e xt ’s c ult ur al c o nt e xt, w h er e it pi c ks u p t e xts, m otifs a n d n arr ati v es.

As a c o nt e m p or ar y r es e ar c h er wit h a c o m p osit e i d e ntit y, i n v ol v e d i n r es e ar c h

pr oj e cts wit h m ulti-f a c ett e d a p pr o a c h e s, I s u g g est t h at m ost of t h e li n ks b et w e e n

t e xts ar e r el e v a nt, s o m e of t h e m r e all y i m p ort a nt, a n d i n l at e t e xts, li n ks ar e

g e n er all y i nt e n d e d. T h er ef or e t h e q u esti o n of lit er ar y- hist or y is n ot t o b e i g n or e d

b y O T-s c h ol ars.

H er m e n e uti c al pr e mi s e

T his p u bli c ati o n h as a l ot t o s a y r e g ar di n g d efi ni n g mi dr as h, a n d mi dr as h is d efi n e d

b y v ari o us arti cl es i n m a nif ol d w a ys. I n t his arti cl e I a m n ot w or ki n g wit h mi dr as h i n

a cl assi c al s e ns e b ut tr yi n g t o tr a c e a bl a n k, a pr ot ot y p e of w h at w o ul d l at er o n

d e v el o p i nt o mi dr as h. T h e pr e c o n diti o n of s u c h a n u n d erst a n di n g of mi dr as h is a

c a n o ni c al t e xt, w hi c h m e a ns, t h at y o u s h al l n ot a d d a n yt hi n g t o or t a k e a w a y fr o m t h e

t e xt ( cf. alr e a d y D e ut 4: 2; 1 3: 1). At first si g ht, t h er ef or e, mi dr as h is n ot a n a p pr o-

pri at e c o n c e pt f or bi bli c al e x e g esis, si n c e it d e als wit h t h e gr o wt h of t e xt i n pr o gr ess,

as “ Bi bl e ” m e a ns h a vi n g o nl y a fi x e d c a n o n. B ut if w e t a k e i nt o c o nsi d er ati o n t h at t h e

f or m ati o n of t h e “ c a n o n ” is a l o n g-l asti n g pr o c ess, w e m a y pr es u m e t h at “ mi d-

r as hi n g” st arts wit h t his pr o c ess. T h er ef or e, t h e st arti n g p oi nt of mi dr as h is n ot t h e

cl os e d c a n o n of T e N a K , b ut r at h er t h e d e cisi o n t h at s p e ci al t e xts e x pr ess a n i m-

p ort a nt m ess a g e of G o d a n d t h er ef or e ar e w ort h y t o pr es er v e f or l at er g e n er ati o ns.

As c a n o ni z e d t e xts ar e n o l o n g er o p e n f or c o m m e nt ar y or u p d ati n g t o a d dr ess t h e

si g nifi c a n c e f or c h a n g e d sit u ati o ns, t h e r e- writi n g of t e xts or t h e c o m p osi n g of st ori es

b y usi n g fi g ur es, m otifs, t o pi cs et c. al o n g t h e li n es of w ell- k n o w n lit er at ur e m a y n ot

t a k e pl a c e wit hi n “ bi bli c al ” t e xts, b ut b y cr e ati n g n e w o n es, w hi c h t h e ms el v es af-

t er w ar ds b e c a m e c a n o ni c al t e xts. S u c h a pr o c ess al w a ys i nt e n ds t o a ct u ali z e t e xts a n d

n e v er m er el y t o i nt er pr et t e xts i n t h eir pr es u m e d hist ori c al c o nt e xts. T h er e is n o

r et elli n g or r e writi n g wit h o ut a c q uiri n g, a n d t h e cr e ati o n of tr a diti o n al o n gsi d e a

c a n o ni c al t e xt is al w a ys a p pr o pri ati o n. I n t his s e ns e, bi bli c al t e xts m a y b e t h e st arti n g

p oi nt of a pr o c ess t h at l at er l e a ds t o t h e lit er ar y g e nr e of mi dr as h.

T h e Bi bl e a s “ st or y ” t ell s “ hi st or y ” b y u si n g “ p att er n s ” :
s o m e e x a m pl e s

T h e l ast d e c a d es h a v e s e e n a n i nt e nsi v e eff ort t o i d e ntif y c o n n e cti o ns b et w e e n

t e xts. T o h o n or t h e Vi e n n es e r es e ar c h o n t h e H e br e w Bi bl e, it m ust b e s ai d t h at i n

G er m a n-s p e a ki n g O T- e x e g esis o n e of t h e fir st s c h ol ars w h o d e alt wit h m et h-
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o d ol o gi c al iss u es c o n c er ni n g s u c h r el ati o ns hi ps w as t h e Vi e n n e s e G e or g Br a u-

li k.1 3 Si n c e t h e n t h er e h as b e e n a vi vi d dis c u ssi o n fr o m v ari o us m et h o d ol o gi c al

a n d h er m e n e uti c al p oi nts of vi e w. I w o ul d li k e t o off er n o w s o m e e x a m pl es of

t e xts t h at pi c k u p ot h er e xisti n g (l at er bi bli c al) t e xts a n d w hi c h c a n n ot b e d e-

c o d e d if t h e q u ot e d t e xt is n ot t a k e n i nt o c o nsi d er ati o n.

Q u ot ati o n s of “ L eit w ört er ” r el e v a nt f or e x e g e si s of t h e l at er t e xt

At t h e l e v el of w or ds, i nt ert e xt u alit y is n or m all y diffi c ult t o tr a c e – wit h t h e

e x c e pti o n of t w o p h e n o m e n o ns: s o c all e d “ L eit w ört er ” a n d t h e us e of e xtr e m el y

r ar e w or ds or t h os e of u n c o m m o n gr a m m ati c al f or ms. N or m all y t h es e i n di c at e

i nt ert e xt u alit y if t h er e ar e als o ot h er si g n al s c o n n e cti n g t h e t w o t e xts.

As a g o o d e x a m pl e f or a r el e v a nt “ L eit w ort ” , c o n n e cti n g t w o t e xts of t h e Bi bl e

is t h e w or d טקל gl e a n, i n E x o d 1 6 ( V. 4. 5. 1 6. 1 7. 1 8. 2 1. 2 2. 2 6. 2 7) a n d R ut h 2

( V. 2. 3. 7. 8. 1 5[ 2 x]. 1 6. 1 7[ 2 x]. 1 8. 1 9. 2 3). 1 4 All t ol d, t h e w or d o c c urs o nl y i n t h e s e t w o

t e xts: ni n e ti m e s i n E x o d 1 6 a n d t w el v e ti m es i n R ut h 2. B ot h t e xts ar e d e ali n g

wit h h u n g er a n d d esir e f or br e a d. I n b ot h t e xts o n e h as t o w or k t o o bt ai n br e a d

t h at G o d pr o vi d es i n or d er t o s a v e p e o pl e fr o m st ar vi n g. T h er ef or e, t h e t w o t e xts

s p e a k n ot s ol el y of t h e c o m m o n t h e m e t h at G o d t a k e s c ar e of t h e h u n gr y, si n c e i n

R ut h 2 a M o a bit ess is st ar vi n g wit h h er m ot h er-i n-l a w, n ot G o d ’s p e o pl e. T h e us e

of t h e s a m e “ L eit w ort ” i n s u c h a n e xt e nsi v e w a y m e a ns t h at t h e l at er b o o k of R ut h

is wi d e ni n g G o d’s gr a c e als o f or M o a bit es, w hi c h is p arti c ul arl y si g nifi c a nt f or

t h os e p e o pl e w h o ar e t o b e e x cl u d e d b y l a w ( D e ut 2 3: 4 ff.), b e c a u s e t h e y di d n’t

off er br e a d a n d w at er w h e n Isr a el p ass e d b y o n t h e w a y t o t h e pr o mis e d l a n d.

N o w, as is t ol d i n t h e b o o k of R ut h, t h e M o a bit es n ot o nl y c oll e ct gr ai n f or br e a d

i n t h e fi el ds of M o a b ( 1: 1. 2. 6. 2 2 הדֶשָׂ ) f or t h e st ar vi n g r ef u g e e s c o mi n g fr o m J u d a h,

b ut als o i n t h e fi el ds of B et hl e h e m ( הדֶשָׂ is “ L eit w ort ” of R ut h 2).

A n ot h er e x a m pl e w o ul d b e t h e all usi o n of S o n g 7: 1 1 t o G e n 3: 1 6 b y us e of t h e

v er y r ar e w or d ּת הקָוּשְׁ (t h e o nl y ot h er i n ci d e n c e: G e n 4: 7). I n b ot h t e xts, t h e

p ar a dis e-st or y a n d t h e S o n gs of S o n gs ar e s et i n b e a utif ul g ar d e n-l a n d s c a p e, a n d

i n b ot h t h e r el ati o ns hi p of m a n a n d w o m a n is i n q u esti o n, t his s u g g ests t h at t h e

s c hir- h as c hiri m wit h its f a m o us l o v e-s o n gs is pr es e nti n g a c o u nt er- ut o pi a t o t h e

br o k e n g e n d er-r el ati o ns hi p of G e n 2 – 3: 1 5 T h e f e m al e d esir e is n o l o n g er r e-

1 3 S e e G e or g Br a uli k ’s m o n o gr a p hi c li k e arti cl e , “ D as D e ut er o n o mi u m u n d di e B ü c h er Ij o b,
S pri c h w ört er, R ut. ” I n: Eri c h Z e n g er ( e d.), Di e T or a als K a n o n f ür J u d e n u n d C hrist e n.
Fr ei b ur g et al.: H er d er, 1 9 9 6 ( H er d ers Bi blis c h e St u di e n 1 0), p p. 6 1 1 3 8.

1 4 Cf. Br a uli k, D e ut er o n o mi u m , p. 1 1 8.
1 5 T his h as alr e a d y b e e n s e e n b y P h yllis Tri bl e, G o d a n d t h e R h et ori c of S e x u alit y. P hil a d el p hi a:

F ortr ess Pr ess, 1 9 7 8 ( Dt.: G ott u n d S e x u alit ät i m Alt e n T est a m e nt. G üt ersl o h: G üt ersl o h er
V erl a gs h a us, 1 9 9 3 ( G üt ersl o h er T as c h e n b ü c h er 5 3 9), p. 1 8 6) a n d Fr a n cis L a n d y, P ar a d o x es of
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s p o n d e d t o b y m al e d o mi n ati o n ( 3: 1 6), b ut n o w it is t h e m a n w h o d esir es his

eli gi bl e w o m a n, a n d s h e r es p o n d s t o hi m a d e q u at el y wit h l o v e.

O c c urr e n c e of a p hr a s e i n o nl y o n e ot h er si mil ar c o nt e xt

Als o t h e n e xt e x a m pl e, i n w hi c h a p hr as e c o n n e cts o nl y t w o t e xts of t h e Bi bl e, s h o ws

t h at t his p h e n o m e n o n h as a n i m p ort a nt i m p a ct o n e x e g esis. T h e n a m el ess wif e of

J o b, i n bi bli c al e x e g esis a n d als o i n r e c e pti o n hist or y, n or m all y is bl a m e d f or b ei n g a

b a d s p o us e, b e c a us e s h e a d vis es h er h us b a n d t o c urs e G o d a n d t o di e. It h as b e e n

c o m m o nl y dis c uss e d t h at i n t h e first t w o c h a pt ers of t h e b o o k of J o b, t h e w or d ךרב is

us e d f or b ot h bl essi n g a n d c ursi n g. I n t h e s p e e c h of J o b ’s wif e it h as al m ost al w a ys

b e e n tr a nsl at e d as “ t o c urs e” . As Christl M ai er a n d Sil vi a S c hr o er 1 6 h a v e s h o w n, t h er e

is n o n e e d t o d o s o. O n t h e c o ntr ar y, it is n ot e v e n c o n v e ni e nt, b e c a us e i n h er a d vi c e

t o J o b ( 2: 9: y o u still p ersist i n y o ur i nt e grit y ּמתְֻּבקיזחֲמךָדְֹע ךָתֶָ ) s h e is q u oti n g t h e s p e e c h

of G o d ( 2: 3: h e still p ersists i n his i nt e grit y ּמתְֻּבקיזחֲמוּּנדֶֹעוְ וֹתָ ). If S at a n pr o p h e ci es t o

G o d t h at J o b will c urs e y o u t o y o ur f a c e ( 1: 1 1; 2: 5: ָּךכֶרֲבָיְךָינֶפָּ־לאֶ ) s h e a d vis es hi m bl ess

G o d a n d di e! ( 2: 9: ּב תמֻוָםיהֹלאֱךְרָ ). As s h e d o es n ot s p e a k a b o ut c ursi n g/ bl essi n g i n

G o d ’s f a c e ( ךָינֶפָּ־לאֶ ךרב ), as is t y pi c al of S at a n ’s ar g u m e nt ati o n ( 1: 1 1; 2: 7), ךרב i n 2: 9

s h o ul d n ot b e tr a nsl at e d as “ c urs e ” b ut as “ bl ess ” . B ut w h at c a us es t h e w o m a n t o

b eli e v e t h at his o nl y d esti n y w o ul d b e d e at h ?

H er e t h e t e c h ni q u e of pi c ki n g u p u ni q u e p hr as es c a n h el p: 1 7 J o b 2: 7 st at es t h at

t h e S at a n affli ct e d ( הכנ ) a s e v er e i nfl a m m ati o n o n J o b fr o m t h e s ol e of his f o ot t o

t h e cr o w n of his h e a d ( וֹדקֳדְקָדעוֹלגְרףּכמערָןיחשְּׁב ). A first l o o k at t his si c k n ess w o ul d

s u g g est a s e v er e s ki n- dis e as e, b ut h a vi n g a cl os er l o o k at t h e p hr as e, it o c c urs o nl y

o n e ot h er ti m e i n t h e Bi bl e, i n D e ut 2 8: 3 5. I n t h e c o nt e xt of t h e gr e at c o v e n a nt-

c urs e it is a n n o u n c e d t h at t h e p e o pl e w o ul d s uff er if t h e y d o n ot o b e y t h e

c o m m a n d m e nts. It is st at e d t h at G o d will affli ct ( הכנ ) y o u wit h a s e v er e i n-

fl a m m ati o n … fr o m t h e s ol e of y o ur f o ot t o t h e cr o w n of y o ur h e a d ( ףּכמערָןיחשְּׁב

ךָדֶקֳדְקָדעוְךָלְגְר ). T a ki n g t his i nt o c o n si d er ati o n, t h e wif e of J o b t a k es his s uff eri n g

as si g n, p arti c ul arl y b e c a u s e all his ot h er affli cti o ns (l oss of all c hil dr e n a n d

w e alt h) aff e ct e d h er t o o. B ut t h e dis e as e stri k es o nl y h er h us b a n d, n ot h er.

P ar a dis e. I d e ntit y a n d Diff er e n c e i n t h e S o n g of S o n gs. S h effi el d: S h effi el d A c a d e mi c Pr ess,
1 9 8 3 ( Bi bl e a n d Lit er at ur e S eri es), p p. 2 5 1 2 5 2.

1 6 Cf. C hristl M ai er a n d Sil vi a S c hr o er, “ D as B u c h Ij o b. ” I n: L uis e S c h ottr off a n d M ari e T h er es
W a c k er ( e ds.), K o m p e n di u m F e mi nistis c h e Bi b el a usl e g u n g. G üt ersl o h: G üt ersl o h er V er
l a gs h a us, ² 1 9 9 8, p p. 1 9 2 2 0 7, es p. 2 0 2, n o w a v ail a bl e als o i n E n glis h: “ J o b: Q u esti o ni n g t h e
B o o k of t h e Ri g ht e o us S uff er er. ” I n: L uis e S c h ottr off a n d M ari e T h er es W a c k er ( e ds.), F e
mi nist Bi bli c al I nt er pr et ati o n. A C o m p e n di u m of Criti c al C o m m e nt ar y o n t h e B o o ks of t h e
Bi bl e a n d R el at e d Lit er at ur e. Gr a n d R a pi ds: E er d m a ns, 2 0 1 2, p p. 2 2 1 2 3 9, es p. 2 3 2 2 3 5.

1 7 F or ar g u m e nt ati o n s e e Ir mtr a u d Fis c h er, G ott esl e hr eri n n e n. W eis e Fr a u e n u n d Fr a u W eis h eit
i m Alt e n T est a m e nt. St utt g art: K o hl h a m m er, 2 0 0 6, p p. 9 7 1 0 9.
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Alt h o u g h s h e h ol ds hi m bl a m el ess, s h e d et e cts t h e u ni q u e n ess of his ill n e ss as t h e

e x pr essi o n of a c urs e l e a di n g t o d e at h. D e ut 2 8: 3 5 t h er ef or e is i n dis p e ns a bl e f or

u n d erst a n di n g t h e h ars h r e a cti o n of t h e distr ess e d w o m a n.

M o d elli n g fi g ur e s aft er e x e m pl ar y c h ar a ct er s

Es p e ci all y i n l at e bi bli c al n arr ati v e lit er at ur e w e m a y n oti c e t h at fi g ur es ar e v er y

oft e n d e pi ct e d al o n g t h e f e at ur es or s p e ci al d e e ds of bi bli c al c h ar a ct ers. It is

e vi d e nt, f or e x a m pl e, t h at t h e fi g ur e of R ut h is d esi g n e d al o n g t h e m atri ar c hs.

R a c h el a n d L e a h, as w ell as T a m ar, ar e m e nti o n e d e x pli citl y i n R ut h 4: 1 1 – 1 2, b ut

R ut h 2 s h o ws t h e M o a bit e pr ot a g o nist als o as a “ n e w R e b e c c a ” , w h e n s h e – li k e

R e b e c c a a n d A br a h a m, h er f at h er i n l a w, di d – l e a v es h er o w n c o u ntr y t o li v e i n

t h e pr o mis e d l a n d ( R ut h 2: 1 1; cf. G e n 1 2: 1 – 4 a n d 2 4: 4 – 7. 5 8). 1 8

Est h er, as a “ n e w J os e p h ” , sa v es h er p e o pl e at t h e c o urt of a f or ei g n ki n g, e vi-

d e n ci n g t h at s o m eti m es i nt e gr ati o n a n d assi mil ati o n ar e m or e s u c c essf ul t h a n t h e

r esist a n c e M or d e c ai h as c h os e n t o e x e m plif y. 1 9 Li k e wis e t h e d e ut er o c a n o ni c al J u dit h,

w h o d e c a pit at es H ol of er n es, is n ot o nl y d esi g n e d as a “ n e w D a vi d ” , wh o als o str o k es

t h e h e a d of his e n e m y wit h his o w n s w or d, a n d as a “ n e w Y a el ” , killi n g t h e cr o w n of

t he ar m y i n t h e t e nt b y stri ki n g his h e a d, b ut, b e c a us e of t h eir vi ct or y-s o n gs i n E x o d

1 5 a n d J u d g 1 6, als o as a “ n e w M os es ” , “ n e w Miri a m ” a n d “ n e w D e b or a h ” .2 0

T his p h e n o m e n o n of s h a pi n g fi g ur es s h o ws t h at g e n d er d o es n ot m att er. O n

t h e c o ntr ar y, it l o o ks li k e l at e st or y t elli n g/ writi n g pr ef ers cr oss- g e n d er i d e nti-

fi c ati o n. N o n et h el ess it is w ort h n oti n g t h at t his f u n cti o ns o nl y i n o n e dir e cti o n:

o nl y f e m al e fi g ur es ar e s h a p e d al o n g m al e li n es, n e v er t h e ot h er w a y r o u n d.

Telli n g st ori e s f or i nt er pr eti n g l e g al t e xt s

As a f or er u n n er of t h e l at er h al a k hi c mi dr as h w e m a y d et e ct t h os e n arr ati v e t e xts,

w hi c h e vi d e ntl y d e al wit h l e g al t e xts a n d tr y t o m o dif y t h eir us u al a p pli c ati o n. I

w o ul d li k e t o e x pli c at e t his wit h t h e h el p of t w o e x a m pl es d ati n g m ost pr o b a bl y

fr o m t h e 4t h c e nt. B. C. E., w hi c h o b vi o usl y h a v e t h e i nt e nti o n of o p e ni n g t h e

Isr a elit e r eli gi o n t o t h e g e ntil es.

I n m y c o m m e nt ar y o n t h e b o o k of R ut h, I d e m o nstr at e d t h at t h e w h ol e b o o k m a y

b e s e e n wit hi n t his g e nr e, tr yi n g t o a br o g at e t h e s o c all e d M o a bit e- P ar a gr a p h ( D e ut

2 3: 2 – 9), w hi c h e x cl u d es M o a bit e p e o pl e fr o m b e c o mi n g m e m b ers of t h e p ost- e xili c

1 8 Cf. Fis c h er, R ut , p p. 1 7 6 1 7 7.
1 9 F or c o n n e cti o ns b et w e e n J os e p h a n d Est h er s e e B utti n g, B u c hst a b e n , p p. 4 9 8 6.
2 0 R a k el, J u dit, p p. 2 2 8 2 7 2.
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c o m m u nit y w hil e at t h e s a m e ti m e a d a pti n g t h e a n dr o c e ntri c l a w i n f a v or of f e m al e

s u bj e cts. 2 1 As J ür g e n E b a c h 2 2 n oti c e d j ust y e ars b ef or e, t h e b o o k of R ut h t ells its st or y

b y a n ni hil ati n g t h e j ustifi c ati o n f or t h e e x cl usi o n: b e c a us e t h e y di d n ’t s u p pl y Isr a el

wit h f o o d w hil e i n t h eir o w n l a n d. O n c e t h e M o a bit e w o m a n pr o vi d es br e a d f or

N a o m i e v e n i n B et hl e h e m, it is n o l o n g er ar g u a bl e t o e x cl u d e M o a bit es.

T h e b o o k of R ut h s h o w s h er ei n a si mil ar u ni v ers alisti c t h e ol o g y li k e t h e b o o k

of J o n a h. T h e l a w c o n c er ni n g pr o p h e c y i n t h e T or a h, D e ut 1 8: 9 – 2 2, 2 3 o n t h e o n e

h a n d t a k es f or gr a nt e d t h at pr o p h e c y is a n offi c e f or g u ar a nt e ei n g t h e c o m m u-

ni c ati o n ( e x cl u si v el y) b et w e e n t h e G o d of Isr a el a n d his p e o pl e. It d o es n ot

f or es e e t h at a pr o p h et c o ul d b e s e nt t o t h e n ati o n s. O n t h e ot h er h a n d, a pr o p h et

is c all e d b y Y H W H a n d gift e d wit h t h e o nl y l e giti m at e m e a ns of c o m m u ni c ati o n,

t h e w or d. Dri v e n b y G o d’s w or d ( 1: 1; 3: 1), J o n a h h as t o pr o p h es y t h e d e cli n e n ot

t o his p e o pl e, b ut t o t h e c a pit al of his gr e at est e n e m y a n d str o n g est i m p eri al

p o w er of t h e n arr at e d ti m e, t h e Ass yri a n m etr o p olis Ni n e v e h. T h e b o o k is

str o n gl y i nfl u e n c e d b y a u ni v ers alisti c t h e ol o g y t h at tri es t o o p e n t h e Isr a elit e

r eli gi o n f or t h e g e ntil es. 2 4 Isr a elit e pr o p h ets r e p e at e dl y f a c e d t h e e x p eri e n c e t h at

t h e p e o pl e d o n ot h e ar t h e w or d a n d d o n ot f e ar G o d. B ut J o n a h, b y fl e ei n g his

missi o n, m e ets G o d-f e ari n g p e o pl e alr e a d y o n t h e s hi p (J o n 1: 5 – 1 6). Fi n all y,

w h e n h e d o es his j o b a n d pr o p h esi es a g ai nst Ni n e v e h, t h e i n h a bit a nts li k e wis e

i m m e di at el y h e ar t h e w or d of J o n a h’s G o d, a n d d o p e nit e n c e f or t h eir si ns. S o li k e

t h e M o a bit ess R ut h, t h e Ni n e vit e s ar e m or e dis p os e d t o h e ar t h e w or d a n d t o a ct

o n w h at is as ks of t h e m. T h e s u c c ess of t h e m ess a g e, w hi c h J o n a h d o es n ot

a p pr e ci at e, s u g g ests t h at t h e w or d of G o d s h o ul d b e c o m m u ni c at e d als o t o t h e

g e ntil es, e v e n if t h e y ar e t h e m ost f e ar e d e n e mi es.

T h e r e c e pti o n of t his o v er all i m p ort a nt l a w c o n c er ni n g pr o p h e c y wit hi n t his

p art of t h e c a n o n is e vi d e nt of t h e pr o c es s of n arr ati v e filli n g i n t h e g a ps of t his

l a w, as t h e st or y J o n a h d o es, or t h at of J er e mi a h a n d H a n a ni a h, b y ill u str ati n g a n

as p e ct of t h e l a w, n ot gi v e n b y G o d, b ut o nl y pr es u m e d (J er 2 8; D e ut 1 8: 2 0 – 2 2).

Li k e wis e w e ar e a bl e t o tr a c e it i n t h e st or y of t h e w o m a n of E n- D or, w h o us es

2 1 A s h ort v ersi o n of m y u n d erst a n di n g of t h e b o o k is p u blis h e d i n E n glis h: Ir mtr a u d Fis c h er,
“ T h e B o o k of R ut h a “ F e mi nist ” C o m m e nt ar y t o t h e T or a h. ” I n: At h al y a Br e n n er ( e d.), R ut h
a n d Est h er. A F e mi nist C o m p a ni o n t o t h e Bi bl e ( S e c o n d S eri es) 3. S h effi el d: S h effi el d A c a
d e mi c Pr ess, 1 9 9 9, p p. 2 4 4 9.

2 2 J ür g e n E b a c h, “ Fr e m d e i n M o a b Fr e m d e a us M o a b. D as B u c h R ut h als p olitis c h e Lit er at ur. ”
I n: J ür g e n E b a c h a n d Ri c h ar d F a b er ( e ds.), Bi b el u n d Lit er at ur. M ü n c h e n: Fi n k, 1 9 8 5,
p p. 2 7 7 3 0 4.

2 3 F or s u c h a n u n d erst a n di n g of pr o p h e c y as c o n c e i v e d b y a l e g al t e xt of t h e T or a h s e e Ir mtr a u d
Fis c h er, G ott es k ü n d eri n n e n. Z u ei n er g esc hl ec ht erf air e n D e ut u n g d es P h ä n o m e ns d er Pr o p h eti e
u n d d er Pr o p h eti n n e n i n d er H e br äisc h e n Bi b el. St utt g art: K o hl h a m m er, 2 0 0 2, p p. 3 2 6 2.

2 4 T h e i nt er c o n n e ct e d n ess of bi bli c al t e xts wit h t h e b o o k of J o n a h a n d t h e c o ns e q u e n c es f or
J e wis h e x e g esis is s h o w n b y Uri el Si m o n, J o n a. Ei n j ü dis c h er K o m m e nt ar. St utt g art: V erl a g
K at h. Bi b el w er k, 1 9 9 4 ( St utt g art er Bi b elst u di e n 1 5 7); h e d o es n ot p a y m u c h att e nti o n t o t h e
l a w of pr o p h e c y.
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f als e pr a cti c es f or pr o p h es yi n g t h e f ut ur e, d es cri b e d i n D e ut 1 8: 9 – 1 4, t o c o u ns el

t h e ki n g. As s h e l ets S a ul s w e ar b y Y H W H, it is a p p ar e nt t h at s h e f ulfils h er

pr o p h eti c al gift t o s u m m o n t h e d e a d pr o p h et S a m u el i n or d er t o as k hi m i n t h e

n a m e of Isr a el ’s G o d a b o ut t h e f ut ur e f at e of S a ul ’s milit ar y f ort u n e. T h er ef or e

s h e s h o ul d b e c all e d “ pr o p h et ess of E n- D or ” a n d n ot t h e “ wit c h ” .2 5

T his st or y f u n cti o ns e x a ctl y li k e w h at l at er w o ul d b e c all e d a h al a k hi c mi dr as h,

b e c a us e it s h o ws t h at f als e pr a cti c es ar e f util e f or t h e y d o n ot bri n g a n e w m es-

s a g e: t h e d ef u n ct S a m u el a n n o u n c es n ot hi n g ot h er t h a n w h at h e h a d s ai d w h e n

h e w as still ali v e. T h e e n g a g e m e nt wit h t h e q u esti o n, h o w c a n pr o p h e c y s u c c e e d,

c o nti n u o usl y l e d t o cr e ati n g n e w st ori es r e g ar di n g D e ut 1 8: 1 4 – 2 2. T his p h e-

n o m e n o n cr e at e s wit hi n t h e e xt e nsi v e p art of t h e H e br e w Bi bl e c all e d Pr o p h ets

m a cr o-str u ct ur es as s h o w n b el o w.

M o d elli n g p art s of t h e c a n o n al o n g t e xt s

T h e l ast p h e n o m e n o n pr es e nt e d h er e d e als wit h t h e r e c e pti o n of bi bli c al t e xts

a n d c o n c e pts i n a l ar g er s c al e t h a n a si n gl e t e xt. It c o n c er ns t h e m a cr o-str u ct ur es,

visi bl e i n b o o ks, wit hi n c oll e cti o ns of b o o ks, or e v e n i n p arts of t h e c a n o n.

O n e of t h e b est e x a m pl es, alr e a d y m u c h d es cri b e d, 2 6 is t h e ali g n m e nt of t h e

cl osi n g of t h e b o o ks of G e n esis a n d of D e ut er o n o m y: T h e first bi bli c al b o o k t h at

n arr at es t h e st or y of t h e c h os e n f a mil y e n ds wit h t h e d e at h of J a c o b/Isr a el, t h e

m ai n c h ar a ct er of t h e b o o k ( G e n 5 0), w h o bl ess es his s o ns b ef or e h e di es ( G e n 4 9).

T h e l ast b o o k of t h e T or a h e n ds wit h t h e d e at h of t h e c e ntr al fi g ur e si n c e t h e b o o k

of E x o d us; b ef or e d yi n g, M os es bl ess es t h e T w el v e Tri b es, w hi c h h a v e gr o w n o ut

of t h e s o ns of J a c o b ( D e ut 3 3).

W e ar e a bl e t o s h o w t h e s a m e p ar all elis m f or t h e o p e ni n g a n d cl osi n g of t h e

C hristi a n Bi bl e t h at b e gi ns i n G e n 1 – 2 wit h t h e cr e ati o n st ori es a b o ut h e a v e n a n d

e art h a n d e n ds i n R e v 2 1 – 2 2 wit h t h e n e w cr e ati o n, b y usi n g n ot o nl y t h e t y pi c al

c oll o c ati o n “ h e a v e n a n d e art h ” fr o m G e n 1: 1 – 2: 4 a , b ut als o t h e m otif of t h e tr e e of

lif e, t y pi c al f or t h e E d e n- n arr ati v e ( G e n 2: 9; 3: 2 2. 2 4; R e v 2 2: 2. 1 4. 1 9).2 7 T h e i d e a of

2 5 S e e f or d et ail e d ar g u m e nt ati o n Fis c h er, G ott es k ü n d eri n n e n , p p. 1 3 1 1 5 7.
2 6 F or e x a m pl e M att hi as Mill ar d, Di e G e n esis als Er öff n u n g d er T or a. K o m p ositi o ns u n d a us

l e g u n gs g es c hi c htli c h e A n n ä h er u n g e n a n d as erst e B u c h M os e. N e u kir c h e n Vl u y n: N e u
kir c h e n er V erl a g, 2 0 0 1 ( Wiss e ns c h aftli c h e M o n o gr a p hi e n z u m Alt e n u n d N e u e n T est
a m e nt 9 0), p p. 4 3 9 1.

2 7 I n t h e H e br e w Bi bl e a si mil ar cl osi n g is t o b e s e e n i n Is a 6 5 6 6. F or all el e m e nts r es u m e d
fr o m G e n 1 3 at t h e e n d of t h e b o o k of Is ai a h s e e O dil H. St e c k, “ D er n e u e Hi m m el u n d di e
n e u e Er d e. B e o b a c ht u n g e n z ur R e z e pti o n v o n G e n 1 3 i n J es 6 5, 1 6 b 2 5. ” I n: J a c q u es v a n
R uit e n a n d M ar c V er v e n n e ( e ds.), St u di es i n t h e B o o k of Is ai a h. F ests c hrift Will e m A. M.
B e u k e n , L e u v e n: L e u v e n U ni v ersit y Pr ess, 1 9 9 7 ( Bi bli ot h e c a E p h e m eri d u m T h e ol o gi c ar u m
L o v a ni e nsi u m 1 3 2), p p. 3 4 9 3 6 5.

R e c e pti o n of Bi bli c al t e xt s wit hi n t h e Bi bl e: A st arti n g p oi nt of mi dr a s h ? 2 3



r et ur ni n g t o cr e ati o n as it w as c o n c ei v e d b y G o d a n d t o p ar a dis e wit h t h e pr os p e ct of

et er n al lif e f u n cti o ns as lit er ar y i n cl usi o n f or t h e w h ol e Bi bl e. T h e l ast b o o k h er e t ells

a b o ut a n e w b e gi n ni n g, wit h o ut n e g ati n g a ll t h e hist or y w hi c h l e d t o s al v ati o n.

T h es e f e at ur es, c orr el ati n g t h e e n ds of t h e first a n d t h e l ast b o o k of t h e T or a h

i n t h e H e br e w Bi bl e a n d t h os e of t h e b e gi n ni n g of t h e fir st a n d t h e e n d of l ast b o o k

of t h e C hristi a n Bi bl e, m a y w ell b e a c as e of c o m p ositi o n or als o r e d a cti o n a n d

t h er ef or e tr e at e d fr o m t h e p ers p e cti v e of c o m p ositi o n- or r e d a cti o n- hist or y. B ut

is t his t h e o nl y si g nifi c a n c e of t his lit er ar y f a ct ? T his p h e n o m e n o n of r e writi n g

bi bli c al t e xts o b vi o usl y is n ot o nl y a lit er ar y str at e g y f or pr o d u ci n g fi n e lit er at ur e,

b ut h as i m m e n s e t h e ol o gi c al si g nifi c a n c e i n its a d a pt ati o n of t h e m ess a g e t o n e w

sit u ati o ns, c o nt e xts a n d ti m es.

C o n s e q u e n c e s f or bi bli c al e x e g e si s t o d a y

I n c o n si d eri n g t h e c o m pr e h e nsi v e p h e n o m e n a of “ r et elli n g” a n d “ r e writi n g”

“ bi bli c al ” st ori es, w e s h o ul d b e a w ar e t h at “ mi dr as hi n g ” is a pr o c es s t h at g o es

al o n g wit h t h e pr o c es s es of c a n o ni z ati o n.

S u c h a pr o c ess of pi c ki n g u p q uit e f a m o us a n d lit er ar y f ull writt e n t e xts t o

m a k e n e w st ori es is alr e a d y d et e ct a bl e i n t h e a d a pt ati o n of e xtr a- bi bli c al m yt hs

( e. g. t h e fl o o d n arr ati v e i n G e n 6 – 9) wit hi n t h e Bi bl e. Alt h o u g h t h e c o n c e pts of

n arr at ol o g y as w ell as i nt ert e xt u alit y d o n ot as k hist ori c al q u esti o ns, i n p arti c ul ar

n ot t h os e c o n c er ni n g t h e pr o bl e m of t h e gr o wi n g of t e xts, it is n ot i m p ossi bl e t o

m a k e t his q u esti o ni n g als o fr uitf ul f or hist ori c al- criti c al e x e g esis – if it is c o n-

c ei v e d n ot o nl y as a n e n g a g e m e nt f or q u e sti o ni n g t h e d e v el o p m e nt of a t e xt u p t o

its c a n o ni z ati o n, b ut als o as a d e di c ati o n t o t h e aft erlif e of p att er n e d w or ds,

p hr as es, m otifs, t o pi cs, t e xts, b o o ks a n d c oll e cti o ns of b o o ks. As s u c h, t his ki n d of

i n n er- bi bli c al e x e g esis2 8 m a y b e h el d as o n e of t h e st arti n g p oi nts of mi dr as h.

2 8 Cf. t h e ess a y Mi c h a el Fis h b a n e, “ I n n er Bi bli c al E x e g esis: T y p es a n d Str at e gi es of I nt er pr et ati o n i n
A n ci e nt Isr a el. ” I n: i d e m, T h e G ar m e nts of T or a h. Ess a ys i n Bi blic al H er m e n e utics. Bl o o mi n gt o n/
I n di a n a p olis: I n di a n a U ni v ersit y Pr ess, 1 9 8 9 (I n di a n a St u di es i n Bi bli c al Lit er at ur e), p p. 3 1 8,
es p. 1 6: “ E x e g esis aris es o ut of a pr a cti c al crisis of s o m e s ort t h e i n c o m pr e h e nsi bitit y of a w or d
or a r ul e, or t h e f ail ur e of a c o v e n a nt al tr a diti o n t o e n g a g e its a u di e n c e. ”
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